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Silver Linings
{he woes of Portiand created fresp
apportirities for Black-omned
Stari-tps. By Tony Perrottet

HE BEASKATORY OF Kann, a weoad-fined
4 l 1 Haitian restaurant, is ot your typical
vige-from-the-ashes tle, Gregory Gourdet,
i chefwhaose parents immigrated from Han
o Choeens, MNew York, inthe 1908, sraned
our s a I!wr.'--d-ﬂ}' PoHE-ap in the summet of 2020, when
Portland was locked danen from COVID and embrailed in
Black Lives Marter protests,
His Caribbesn-mmeets -I"aciic Northwest euising
imnadistely found a follewing, Fowr months later,
Kann (eadrdes R20-5a00 traded s dige at a grilled -clucken
testaranl for the Redd, 2 "feed campas™ in Portland’s
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Cuenrral Eastside, where patrons dined on dishes like
butterfish crmdiwath wate melon shaved Jcs, Soon after,
Gourdet landed an elegant pernmnent heme on Southeast
Ash Srreer. A streamn of accolades have sinee rolled in,
inchsding best new testasrant swards from bath the lames
Beand Foundation amd Feguiee.

Blinn's ascent stamds outas a |-r.igh|! spel b city that
has recenily gone throogh some dark patches. Bour years
ago, this quirkey and progressive v, famously satirzed
T v TV shonw Porslaredin, was designared an “anarchis
jurisdiction” by the Tromp Admmnistration after three
menths of protests, Wien the dost secled, the city found
ikself mited s atother cogis; a fentanyl epidemic that bed
Oregen leaders to declare a stute of emergeney. Retailers
lika: RE] shutneted srodes, camps for the unhoosed sprong
wp, unsl real estabe values sank,

Bur an unespected sitver lining has emergaed.
Restanrants, bookshops, and other stores owned by
people of solur have begun thriving, helped by pablic
support, more affordable rents, amd parronage from
civy and nonprof agencies, Ttis » remarkable ghift for
# city with a complex acial history, As
vecently ax 200a, Poacland was dubbed
the “whitest city m Americn” by the
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Arfunric. Weow that image is finally changing, as cnmmeprenours
Tike Gomrdet help lead Poctland's revitalivation,

“There was debinitely a bopmin the support of Black
busiiisses affer the BLM protests,” Goundet said during a
dinmer service last summet., as he dushed bagk and forth o the
apen kitclen, theowimg chunks of marinated meat, fish, and
vegetibles onto arange lames. “BLM brought atention wo the
injostices Black folks foce in this comntry, the neguities chat
have plagued ws for centuries, and still plagae us woday™
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fras heen a lot of support for RIPOC entrepreneurs threughout
the city since BLM " said Shawn Uhlman, a spokesman fos
Praxsper Portland, a ity agency that promotes small businesses.
He added that, based nw anecdoies, there appeared to be a huge
acrease in Black-, Larino- and Asian-osned ventoges.
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BORTLANG'S RECOVERY is still & veark in progress, as [
discorered on my :|L1l::-r:|Li.1:||'.~,I strol] from Hotel Grand Stark
{iferafiles frows 304051 um artily refucbished 19908 property in
the Central Eastside distnct, a formerly iIndustrial area aoross
the Willamene River from downrown. The light-filled lobby
fas a charming reqrs gualivy, with wood floocs, arches, and
waorks by lecal artists, Stepping oot onto basy Southeast Grand
Avenue, [ s ald facrories and & car wash, alongside orendy
bars and restanrants, a Vinage furmitore store, Victorinn houses,
and 4 microhrewery.

I rode a Biketown, the L,it:lr's bike=share framchise, apcross
thi river to downtown, whete most of the 2000 privests teok
place. The area still had a slighaly foelorn ain, with stopes
hoarded up and a few wentvillages. But chere were success
suenrics, too Al the helyght of the protesis, Abbay Gresk vineysrd,
Oivegon's first Black-owned winery, opened a hip-hop-thened

Lastimg room on Southwest Morcison Steect called Cock
P that sought i make wine mote accesble,

“For six munths, we were the only tenant,” suid
founcer Bertony Fuustin, the son of Haitian immigrants,
iz he poved me n glass of Slaning, a sparkling Pinct G,
“Evervthing ¢lse anvind us was boarded up” As hip-hop
clasaics plaved, Tworked mvway threugh a "five-track
P“".-:Ii-ﬁ" of wines and mibbled on Caribhean insp'irnl
snacks liks fried plantaims.

Thae tasting toonmt has since closed, bot i pioneering
spirit contnmes at the OG Crick, Abbey Creek’s
headquarters in Mot Flains, a small city just v the
nerthwest. “Ohperating downtoswn was an opporianity
I mever thovght 1'd have," Faustin said. “It garre mie
inspiration o think bgmer” He s now loobdng to open a
perimanent I:u-1i|:||; o< mear the fJL' nming Ritz-Cariton,
Portland (domies from 5473) which opened last vear,

“A ot of positive things hawe happened in Portland o
weigh aganst the gloom and doom,” Faustin said, “The
past few vears have acusally been the hest time ¢ver w be
an entreproeneur here”

PRATLAMD, & LITERATURE=LEYING vity, las b
30 bookseores, inclnding Posells Civy of Baooks, Billed as
the world's lugest independent bookstore, Bog anial five
years age, nene of the ary's bookstores was Black-ownad.
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Thae changed in 2009 when Chavles Hannah and his wile,
Mishelle Lewis, opencd Third Eve Books, Accessories &
Gifte in the back voom of their boase in Scutheast
Portland. They specialized in Black authars.

A few months bater, they began selling books in o
freshly painted room 8t a communiny center, bat foor
traifie vanishe -.lduring the p:l.nn;l.n:m'il;. They crzated an
vmling store, but had "zero sales,” Hannah syid, Everything
chamged when the proteats began, “People wanted 1o
be knowledgzeable about what was gong on in their
cummionities,” his said. "Oeetmight we went from selling
v copies of Mo e Be s A nidvasfa b0 sixty a month,”

AF25000 Kickstarter campaign in 2021 allowed
Third Fye 1o open a store in the lively neighbarhoom] of
Fichmond, which attracted some 20,0000 vigirors i s
first tew months, “The communiry embraced vs,” Hannah
gaidl. Orprah featured the stere in her magazine, and
bugname wiiters liks Tequeline Weodson held readings.
“Mow we kave 15,000 followers on Instagram, and people
cermne heve from all oeer the werld ™

A ey reader @t Tlmnd Epr fooks
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The bavakstore's popalarioy has alloveed Levwis, wh is a
longiune practitioner in the field of Afrocentric wental health,
1 falfill & deeany. Avear age, she opencd Third Eye Whiellstie
Wellness ina maodest bonse adjacent o the booksrore, with an
entryveay lined with candles, incense, and tarwt cards depictng
puaple of eolor. She offers scund barhs, sleep theragy, and Rueiki

“Third Byve Books otfers nourishment for the mind,” Lewis
sad, " This viters neourishoment for the body and senl”

THE QI1TY 3 ECORGMIC downtiorn has also allowed
underrepresented colreprencurs 0 experiment with less
comveniional shops. Aanir Barnes, a Black fashion designer
who previeasly worked ot Nike, had long wanted to start s
own label amd boutique. "The 2020 crisis opened me np o
possibilivies he sd. Members of the communiey, he said,
helped hun find a space with geod rent.

In 2023, he unsviled Barnes & Mergan, a lofrliboe space with
axpoged-brick walls it Old Tows, which empeicd out in 2020,
The store, which also poees by “Tea and Threads,” sells veats,
smocks, hats, and bags designed by Barnes, aswell as a branded
culletion of loese teas, For Barbes, whoe grew up Muslim
Marth Caralita, 4 weahouse is a place of connectivn, "Sa Tea
and Threads i really a commumity cenfer, a gathening poior for
fashion, art, music, and education,” he sad,

The seere tray be mowel, bat Barnes likes to peint ont that his
is not the first in Old Town started by a Black Portlandet. " When
Dregon became o stave in 185%, the first Black-owned business
was @ mew’s fumishings and mercantile shop owned by Abnet
Hunr Francis, hisveite, and his brother,” be sid. And when a
v lway station apened neatby m 1896, it browght Black peaple
whorsnrked on the trains, "Old Tewn became a thriving African-
Arnerisim -:|_1:rnm1|.ni.t:,:. It weis also inclusive, with J.1p.'|:|1-_-m.'.
Chinese, and Fewish commmunitivs.”

Brties wanted o re-creats thar social mix. Laso vear he
partnered with Kann to grve reservations to the ticse 300
shoppers on a summer Saturday, " Sore than @ thonzend peaple
came oul,” Barives said. "The line went for blocks. Vigitors
s frrsthanad thae Old Toven was not ternble, The communiry
realized tharwe're stromges together” &




